MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  GROUPS 

issued  by  the 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.  TT. 

Washington  8,  D.  C. 


Washington  Letter  No,  37  February  lit,  19U7 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
o  ACTION  o 

o  i.  In  letters  to  your  Senators  and  Representative,  request  adequate  approp-  o 
riations  for  civilian  relief  both  in  occupied  countries  and  countries  for- 
o  merly  helped  by  U  N  R  R  A.  Similarly,  T»rite  to  Representative  John  Taber,  o 

House  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C.,  chairraan  House  Appropriations  Com- 
o  mittee,  and  to  Senator  Styles  Bridges,  Senate  Office  Building,  chairman  o 

Senate  Appropriations  Committee.  In  your  oim  words,  send  facts  from  this 
o  newsletter  to  your  local  newspaper  and  to  ministers  in  your  community.  o 

t 

o  2,  Let  members  of  the  subcommittees  on  immigration  know  how  you  feel  about  ad-  o 

mitting  displaced  persons  :  Senators  Chapman  Reverccsmb  and  Pat  McCarran, 
o  both  in  the  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the  following  o 

in  the  House  Office  Building  -  Frank  Fellows,  chairman;  John  M.  Robsion; 
o  Louis  £•  Graham;  Frank  L.  Chelf .  o 

o  3*  Send  a  delegation  from  your  area  to  Washington  to  interview  members  of  o 

Congress  from  your  state  about  relief,  refugees,  and  military  training.  (You 
o  might  contact  our  office  in  advance  for  detailed  infonoation;  plan  to  spend  o 
several  days.) 

o  o 

U.  See  that  the  enclosed  statement  on  legislative  policy  gets  before  Friends 
o  and  others  in  your  community.  o 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

WORLD  HUNGER  AND  UNITED  STATES  POLICY 

The  most  threatening  factor  in  the  world  relief  picture  at  present  is  apathy  in  the  United 
States.  This  stems  partly  from  the  feeling  that  food  is  present  in  abundance  and  partly  ^ 
ffom  the  attitude  that  the  United  States  has  for  so  long  fed  the  world  that  now  is  the  time 
to  let  other  nations  carry  the  load  while  our  country  makes  budgetary  retrenchments. 

Such  economizing  will  be  at  the  direct  cost  of  human  lives.  First  of  all,  vast  sums  will 
be  needed  to  feed  the  occupied  areas.  These  will  have  to  be  channeled  throu^  the  War 
Department  and  may  nin  as  high  as  $300,000,000  for  a  deficiency  appropriation.  The  picture 
here  will  be  clarified  by  the  report  of  the  Hoover  mission  to  Germany.  In  any  case,  there 
is  real  danger  that  the  armed  forces  may,  as  a  result  of  proposed  budgetary  cuts,  make 
drastic  reductions  in  the  civilian  feeding  programs  in  both  Germany  and  Japan. 

/ 

Minimum  Needs  in  Unoccupied  Areas 

* 

Secondly,  to  care  for  the  needs  of  ex-  U  N  R  R  A  countries,  even  greater  sums  will  be  re¬ 
quired.  The  Special  Technical  Committee  on  Relief  Needs  After  Termination  of  U  N  R  R  A  on 
January  28  estimated  these  needs  for  the  rest  of  the  calendar  year  to  be  a  sum  total  of 
$533,000,000.  The  ccxomittee,  having  examined  the  food  needs  and  financial  structure  of  the 
"liberated”  countries  of  Europe,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  six  countries  would  need  finan¬ 
cial  aid.  These  six  countries  and  the  amounts  needed  to  piece  out  their  food  supply  are  as 
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follows  :  Austria,  ^1U3,500,000;  Poland,  $139,900,000;  Italy,  $106,900,000;  Greece, 
$8U,300,000;  Yugoslavia,  $68,200,000;  Hungary,  $U0,200,000.  The  ex  -  U  N  R  R  A  coun¬ 
tries  of  Czechoslovakia  and  Finland  were  found  financially  able  to  take  care  of  their  own 
minimum  food  import  requirements.  Byelo-Russia  and  the  Ukraine  did  not  submit  requests, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  need  outside  aid.  On  the  other  hand,  this  estimate  does 
not  include  the  needs  of  China  where  U  N  R  R  A  does  not  expire  until  March  31 >  but  irtiose 
needs  for  the  rest  of  the  year  are  estimated  as  being  $29U>000,000. 

Shortly  after  the  United  Nations  Ccmimittee  made  its  report,  the  New  York  Times  published  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  the  world  food  situation  in  twenty  countries.  This  summary  by  the 
Times '  own  correspondents  confirmed  the  estimate  for  the  six  European  countries  that  are  ii 
worst  off.  An  editorial  by  the  Times  on  the  following  day  commented  as  follows  :  '*But 
there  are  also  the  claims  of  sheer  humanity  and  friendship.  Starving  people  will  accept 
any  system  that  will  feed  them  and  hate  any  system  whose  exponents  refuse  them  aid. 
Western-supplied  relief  may  help  to  save  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  ~  and  China  too  ~ 
for  freedom.  A  few  hundred  million  dollars  invested  now  may  enable  us  to  cut  billions  of 
dollars  out  of  some  future  year's  defense  budget*" 

Long  Term  Economy  , 

Indeed,  adequate  relief  supplied  now  may  well  be  economy  in  the  long  run;  such  approp¬ 
riations  may  represent  the  final  capstones  in  the  arch  of  international  good-will  brought 
about  by  the  totality  of  American  relief  efforts*  Running  through  December  31>  19k7)  they 
are  also  designed  to  cover  almost  a  two  year  period.  Most  of  the  countries  involved  hope 
to  be  more  on  their  financial  feet  by  the  end  of  this  year*  If  the  kSO  million  dollar 
share  of  the  United  States  for  aid  in  liberated  countries  is  averaged  over  two  years,  the 
250  million  dollars  a  year  makes  a  striking  comparison  with  the  annual  outlays  of  sqmething 
like  a  billion  dollars  for  relief  efforts  contributed  by  us  to  U  N  R  R  A*  i 

The  importance  of  the  relief  question  was  underlined  by  the  new  Secretary  of  State  who 
placed  "legislation  to  continue  relief  programs  after  U  N  R  R  A"  as  number  one  in  his  list 
of  "urgent  items  in  order  of  priority,"  sent  to  Senator  Vandenberg,  chairman  of  the  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  January  29,  19li7. 

Congress  Should  Act  Now  for  Both  Occupied  and  Liberated  Countries 

The  question  still  remains,  of  course,  how  much  of  the  needed  will  be  approp¬ 
riated  by  Congress.  At  this  writing,  the  request  of  the  State  Department  has  not  yet  been 

submitted,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  America  will  underwrite  supplies  to  the  extent  of 

$U50,000,000  for  liberated  countries  (in  addition  to  the  sum  finally  required  for  Germany, 
Japan,  and  Korea.)  This  would  be  of  the  total  needed. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  paid  72%  of  the  U  N  R  R  A  bills,  can  there  be 
any  justification  of  our  bearing  an  increased  share  of  the  load?  There  are  two  factors  to 
be  considered.  In  the  first  place,  the  other  non-devastated  countries  are  simply  not  in 
the  position  to  pay  *a  larger  proportion.  Canada  can  pay  about  one-tenth,  at  the  most,  of 
idiat  the  United  States  can  afford;  England  has  less  rations  now  than  during  war  time; 
Australia  will  do  something,  as  will  Argentine;  and  there  are  some  others  who  can  help  a 
little.  But  the  United  States  is  the  only  country  possessing  the  financial  and  food 
resources  to  feed  the  world.  When  the  decision  was  made  by  our  leaders  last  fall  to  let 
U  N  R  R  A  expire,  we  insisted  on  making  relief  a  bilateral  rather  than  an  international 

arrangement*  We  will  noir  be  put  to  the  test  of  our  real  intentions.  In  the  second  place, 

the  amount,  while  large,  will  be  clearly  labeled  as  coming  from  the  United  States,  a  matter 
of  importance  to  those  who  criticized  U  N  R  R  A  because  it  was  not  always  evident  that 
three-quarters  of  the  bills  were  being  paid  by  the  United  States* 

It  will  also  be  important  that  the  American  share  of  these  funds  be  appropriated  in  a 
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single  sum.  This  would  be- preferable  to  designating  and  labeling  the  sums  for  individual 
countries  for  these  reasons  :  1)  It  might  be  difficult  to  persuade  Congress  in  its 
present  mood  to  vote  funds  to  some  of  these  countries  whose  needs  are  great  and  yet  irtiose 
political  regimes  are  so  different  frcaoa  our  own;  2)  l/^hen  appropriations  are  designated 
to  countries  the  recipients  assume  vested  interest  in  these  amounts,  making  it  difficult 
to  change  under  differing  conditions;  3)  The  program  should  be  flexible  to  allow  for 
fluctuations  in  crop  conditions  and  for  other  changing  circumstances. 

.  SURPLUSES  AND  STARVATION 

The  preparatory  ccxnmission  on  World  Food  Problems  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
has  completed  its  work  in  Washington.  The  comprehensive  plans  of  the  F  A  0  chief.  Sir  John 
Boyd  Orr,  for  a  World  Food  Board  were  not  adopted  in  their  totality,  but  a  good  start  has 
been  made  in  the  direction  of  voluntary  world  cooperation  to  d  eal  with  two  problems  : 

1)  The  fact  that  chronically,  and  without  regard  for  recent  food  crises,  one-half  of  the 
world  is  always  undernourished;  2)  The  fact  that  surpluses  are  almost  inevitable; 
whereas  during  World  War  I  agricultural  production  was  stepped  up  lh%f  during  the  last  war 
it  was  increased  k0%»  Thus  our  government  this  winter,  at  a  time  when  people  were  dying  of 
malnutrition  in  some  parts  of  the  world,  destroyed  20  million  bushels  of  potatoes. 

The  program  worked  out  by  the  preparatory  commission  contained  two  major  features  :  1) 

Development  of  commodity  agreements  and  other  inter-governmental  devices  for  stabilizing 
prices  without  restricting  production.  These  proposals  include  the  establishment  of  famine 
reserves  with  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  quantities  above  commercial  demand  at  special 
prices  to  supplement  diets  of  needy  groups  for  vdiich  purchasing  countries  have  definite 
nutritional  programs  certified  by  F  A  0.  2)  Annual  review  of  the  world's  food  needs  and 

supplies  to  enable  governments  to  appraise  their  own  plans  in  the  light  of  the  world 
situation  and  better  to  coordinate  their  efforts. 

Viscount  Bruce,  former  prime  minister  of  Australia,  who  headed  the  preparatory  commission, 
acclaimed  the  agreement  of  the  seventeen  countries  and  the  acquiescence  by  observers  from 
seventeen  other  nations  as  the  "most  far-reaching  examination  of  the  world's  economic 
situation  that  has  so  far  been  made." 


REFUGEES 

"The  right  of  political  asylum  has  brought  to  this  country  mai^  a  man  of  noble 
character  and  elevated  purpose  who  was  marked  as  an  outlaw  in  his  own  less  for¬ 
tunate  land  and  who  has  yet  become  an  ornament  to  our  citizenship  and  to  our 
public  councils."  -  Woodrow  Wilson 

More  than  a  million  people  continue  to  live  on  the  edge  of  uncertainty  and  in  a  state  of 
spiritual  disintegration  in  the  displaced  persons  camps  of  Europe.  Slowly  the  Inter¬ 
national  Refugee  Organization,  scheduled  to  take  over  from  U  N  R  R  A  the  responsibility 
for  these  people  at  the  end  of  June,  is  being  established.  Legislation  for  United  States 
membership  was  listed  as  No.  3  on  Secretary  Marshall's  program  of  priorities.  We  will  be 
asked  to  pay  $71^000,000  of  its  $165,000,000  budget,  which  is  pitifully  small,  providing  as 
it  does  almost  solely  for  subsistence  maintenance,  and  not  for  any  significant  resettlement. 
The  amount  is  approximately  what  it  costs  the  Army  and  U  N  R  R  A  to  maintain  the  dis¬ 
placed  persons  at  present  in  the  American  zone  in  Germax^.  And  yet  the  new  organization  is 
supposed  to  take  over  not  only  all  the  other  refugees  in  the  other  German  zones,  but  also 
200,000  Spanish  Republicans  in  southern  France. 

America ' s ' Fair  Share 

If  the  United  States  does  not  allow  a  significant  number  of  the  refugees  to  come  to  our 
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shores  the  job  of  maintenance  will  take  on  long-term  and  more  tragic  aspects.  So  far 
Congress  is  not  impressed.  No  amount  of  Congressional  interviews  by  Washington  staff  or 
bills  introduced  will  do  much  good  unless  .Congressmen  hear  from  their  constituents.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  are  outlined  in  the 
enclosed  policy  statement. 


Troublesome  Questions 

Three  things  seem  to  worry  Congressmen  ;  l)  Are  these  people  Communists?  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  most  of  them  are  refugees  from  countries  now  under  Soviet  control.  All 
would  be  screened  to  determine  their  fitness  to  enter  this  country.  2)  Where  would  they 
be  housed?  Some  of  them,  as  skilled  craftsmen,  would  reduce  the  housing  shortage  rather 
than  add  to  it;  others  would  not  arrive* until  the  situation  is  eased;  some  could  be  housed 
in  abandoned  army  camps;  many  have  relatives  and  friends  who  could  furnish  rooms  not  avail¬ 
able  to  the  renting  market.  3)  Would  labor  unions  object?  Both  the  A  F  of  L  and  the 
CIO  have  gone  on  record  officially  as  favoring  a  liberal  immigration  policy  for  refugees. 
Progressive  labor  leaders  now  realize  that  immigration  is  in  general  self-regulating, 
lessening  in  bad  years  and  helping  meet  labor  needs  in  good  years.  In  this  connection  it 
is  interesting  to  note  than  in  Britain  the  Ministry  of  Labor  and  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
have  agreed  to  the  admission  of  a  half  million  displaced  persons  to  relieve  Britain's 
manpower  shortage. 


THE  FROZEN  FUND  AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL  CHILDREN'S  FUND 

The  money  earned  by  C  P  S  men  on  farm  work  during  the  war,  and  impounded  by  decision  of  the 
Comptroller  General,  now  amounts  to  approximately  $1,300,000.  An  informal  poll  of  the  men 
in  the  camps  some  two  years  ago  revealed  that  the  majority  wished  the  money  used  for  foreign 
relief.  A  recent  decision  by  representatives  of  the  Brethren  and  Mennonites,  concurred  in 
by  spokesmen  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Cemmittee,  confirmed  such  action  as  the  proper  ' 
disposition  of  the  fund.  Since  the  government  is  reluctant  to  appropriate  funds  to  private 
agencies,  and  since  U  N  R  R  A  is  ending  soon,  the  suitable  organization  to  receive  the 
money  would  seem  to  be  the  International  Children's  limergency  Fund,  set  up  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Nations.  While  a  spokesman  for  Selective  Service  indicated  their 
desire  to  use  the  fund  for  accident  compensation  for  ex-  CPS  men,  the  feeling  of  others 
is  strong  that  the  government  ought  to  pay  such  benefits  directly  out  of  the  Treasury, 
leaving  the  frozen  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  human  suffering  in  war-tom  lands. 

The  officials  of  the  Children's  Fund  hope  to  get  two  hundred  million  dollars  from  donor 
governments  (perhaps  one-half  from  the  United  States),  two  hundred  million  more  from 
recipient  governments  in  the  form  of  transportation,  warehousing  and  some  local  supplies, 
and  fifty  million  from  private  sources  such  as  the  U  N  collection  of  earnings  for  one  day's 
work,  projected  by  Dr.  Ording  of  Norway  for  next  November  under  the  slogan  of  "one  free  day 
for  one  free  world."  If  the  United  States  Congress  is  persuaded  to  give  a  generous  share  to 
start  the  Children's  Fund  properly,  it  should  be  clearly  realized  that  this  appropriation 
would  be  in  addition  to  the  program  outlined  on  pages  1  and  2  of  this  newsletter.  This  Fund 
will  strive  not  just  to  keep  children  alive  but  to  make  them  healthy  and  strong  by 
supplementary  feeding. 

Representative  W.  Sterling  Cole  of  New  York  on  February  13  introduced  H.  R.  1938  which  would 
appropriate  the  frozen  fund  to  the  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund.  The  bill  has 
been  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Armed  Services.  Will  you  write  Mr.  Cole  commending 
this  action? 

James. M.  Read 


WE  CALL  SPECIAL  ATTENTION  TO  THE  ENCLOSED  STATEMENT  ON  LEGISLATIVE  POLICY 


Newsletter  cost  $2  per  year. 
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FROM  GENERATION  TO  GENERATION 


came  to  see  that  the  greatest  con¬ 
tributory  factor  to  the  Great  Wars 
which  had  racked  the  world  in  re¬ 
cent  generations  had  been  the  con- 
scriptive  system — the  system  which 
sprang  out  of  the  muddied  thought 
of  the  French  Revolution,  was  then 
exploited  by  Napoleon  in  his  selfish 
ambition,  and  subsequently  turned 
to  serve  the  interests  of  Prussian 
militarism.  ’  ’ 

— Capt.  B.  H.  Liddell  Hart,  British  military 
analyst,  in  Why  Don't  We  Learn  from  History? 

London,  George  Allen  &  Unwin  Ltd.,  1945 


ACME 


— Major  General  I.  F.  C.  Fuller,  Military  Asst, 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Imperial  [British]  General  Staff 
(retired),  in  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  1945 


.  .  {By  the  end  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury}  all  great  nations,  other  than 
Great  Britain  and  America,  placed 
their  faith  in  conscription,  and  still 
fervently  believed  with  Napoleon 
and  Clausewitz  that  God  marches 
with  the  biggest  battalions.  .  .  .  The 
World  War  of  1914-18  was.  fought 
out  on  this  assumption,  at  terrific 
cost.  *  * 


EUROPE,  1918 


MILITARY  TRAINING  IS  TRAINING  FOR  WAR 


**  While  the  Great  Powers  are  allowed 
to  raise  conscript  armies  without 
hindrance  or  limit,  it  would  be  vain 
to  expect  the  lasting  preservation  of 
world  peace.  If  the  instrument  is 
ready  for  use  the  occasion  will  ar¬ 
rive  and  the  men  will  arise  to  use  it. 

I  look  upon  conscription  as  the  tap¬ 
root  of  militarism;  unless  that  is  cut, 
all  our  labors  will  eventually  be  in 
vain.  *  * 

— General  Jan  Smuts,  in  The  Nation, 
February  8,  1919 


It  is  often  said  that  conscription  is 
international  insurance  against  war. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  mes¬ 
sage  to  Congress,  supported  peace¬ 
time  conscription  ‘as  an  essential 
factor  in  the  maintenance  of  peace.’ 
Historical  experience  does  not  sup¬ 
port  this  statement. .  .  .  Conscription 
has  never  stopped  war  and  never 
made  war  less  frequent.  ’  ’ 

— Hanson  W.  Baldwin,  in  Harper's  Magazine, 

March,  1945 


THE  "PEACE"  OF  CONSCRIPTION 


THE  FRUITS  OF  CONSCRIPTION  *  sm 

Insofar  as  insuring  the  peace  is  con¬ 
cerned,  if  conscription  could  insure 
the  peace,  certainly  Europe,  which 
in  the  last  century  and  a  half  has 
adopted  conscription  as  a  uniform 
policy  in  almost  every  nation,  would 
have  been  the  most  peaceful  area 
of  the  world.  Actually,  as  you  all 
know,  it  has  been  the  source  of  the 
world’s  most  disastrous  wars.** 

— Dr.  Allen  Bates,  manager  of  chemical  and 
metallurgical  research  of  the  Westinghouse 
Research  Laboratories,  in  Hearings  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
December  6,  1945 


Conscription,  to  be  effective,  must 
be  a  conscription  of  minds  as  well 
as  bodies.  .  .  .  The  state  must  take 
charge  not  only  of  the  expression  of 
opinion,  but  of  the  dissemination  of 
facts  which  lead  to  the  formation  of 
opinion.  >  * 

— Sir  Norman  Angell,  in  The  New  Republic, 
April  8,  1916 
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AMERICAN  MILITARY  ON  U.  S.  COLLEGE  CAMPUS 

The  military  fof  the  United  States} 
would  like  to  control  the  educators 
and  the  boys  for  at  least  one  year. 

.  .  .  Then  the  military  wants  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  control  by  calling  them  back 
regularly  for  retraining  programs. 
Ultimately,  as  in  Germany  and  Ja¬ 
pan,  the  military  would  want  to  con¬ 
trol  all  education  and  make  it  into  a 
propaganda  instrument  for  force  and 
war.  .  .  .  Military  conscription  leads 
to  militarism  in  ten  cases  out  of  ten.” 

— Dr.  Ralph  McDonald,  representing  the 
National  Education  Association,  in  Hearings 
before  the  House  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  December  3,  1945 


.  .  .  Our  War  Department  is  going 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  and 
influential  branches  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  question  of  military 
control  will  confront  us  not  only  in 
war  but  in  peace.  The  lesson  taught 
by  these  recent  war  years  is  clear: 
our  whole  economic  and  social  sys¬ 
tem  will  be  in  peril  if  it  is  controlled 
by  the  military  men.” 

— Donald  M.  Nelson,  in  Arsenal  of  Democracy, 
New  York,  Harcourt  Brace  and  Co.,  1946 


MAKE  IT  PERMANENT-TO  WHAT  END? 


NAGASAKI,  1945 

There  is  no  defense  against  the 
atomic  bomb.  .  .  .  The  foreign  policy 
of  the  United  States,  as  announced 
by  Mr.  Truman  in  his  Navy  Day 
speech,  is  to  have  the  largest  army, 
navy,  and  air  force  in  the  world  and 
thus  ensure  peace.  This  policy  is  the 
sheerest  folly,  and  it  will  end  in  dis¬ 
aster.  A  few  well-placed  atomic 
bombs  can  make  junk  of  all  these 
vast  preparations  in  a  few  minutes.” 

— Robert  M.  Hutchins,  in  Hearings  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  February  18, 

1946 


a  scientist,  I  tell  you  there  must 
never  be  another  rvar.** 


— Harold  C.  Urey.  Nobel  Prize  scientist,  in 
Collier's,  January  5,  1946 

the  people  of  the  world  are  to 
survive,  it  is  necessary  for  the  United 
States  Government  as  first  producer 
of  the  {atomic}  bomb,  to  initiate 
immediately  steps  to  achieve  effec¬ 
tive  world  co-operation  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  war.** 

— Statement  oi  515  scientists  meeting  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  October  30,  1945 


NEW  YORK,  1947.  WHAT  OF  1967? 


Is  this  what  the 
world  needs? 

— That  the  United  States  foster  con¬ 
scription  and  military  training? 

OR 

— That  the  United  States  lead  toward 
the  abolition  of  conscription  and 
armaments,  and  the  creation  of 
machinery  for  cooperative  peaceful 
change? 

IT’S  UP  TO  YOU 

★ 

American  Friends  Service  Committee,  20 
South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.  This 
pamphlet  is  available  at  3  cents  per  copy  for 
the  first  hundred  copies,  and  2  cents  for  each 
additional  copy. 
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STATEMENT  ON  LEGISLATIVE  POLICY  BY 
THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

FOR  1947 


In  its  efforts  to  promote  justice  and  peace,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Friends  Committe  on  National  Legislation  has  recommended,  among 
its  legislative  policies,  four  major  emphases  for  1947: 

1.  Support  for  the  United  Nations  and  associated  agencies  in  their  efforts  to 
develop  the  conditions  and  procedures  necessary  for  a  peaceful  world. 

2.  Support  for  a  program  of  world  disarmament;  opposition  to  universal 
military  training  and  the  militarization  of  America. 

3.  Support  for  a  generous  program  of  relief  to  all  needy  countries,  without 
political  discrimination. 

4.  Support  for  legislation  making  it  possible  for  the  United  States  to  receive 
its  full  share  of  displaced  persons  and  refugees. 

The  statement  on  the  following  pages  sets  forth  policies  recommended 
by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  and  suggests  types 
of  legislation  which  further  their  achievement. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

2111  Rorida  Avenue,  N.  W.  Washington  8,  D.  C. 


FOOD  AND  REUEF 


To  meet  the  tremendous  continuing  needs  of  people  in 
countries  effected  by  the  war,  we  recommend  prompt  ac¬ 
tion  by  Congress  to  support: 

Foreign  relief  to  people  including  those  in  Russia  according 
to  need  and  without  political  or  racial  discrimination,  as 
far  as  possible  under  civilian  direction. 

A  policy  of  relief  given  as  far  as  possible  through  the 
United  Nations  on  an  international  basis. 

Necessary  steps  to  see  that  this  program  is  carried  out 
including: 

Loans  for  rehabilitation  and  reconstruction; 

Appropriation  of  an  adequate  sum  for  relief  grants,  with 
provisions  for  their  allocation  by  the  State  Department; 

Deficiency  appropriation  to  the  Army  for  civilian  relief 
in  the  four  occupied  countries; 

(It  it  important  that  Friends  work  for  civilian  control  of 
relief.  Until  this  goal  it  reached,  we  recommend  working 
for  the  Army  appropriations  for  relief  in  occupied  countries.) 

Provision  for  the  government  to  use  war  or  other  surpluses 
for  relief  and  rehabilitation; 

Use  of  most  practical  methods,  including  import  and 
export  controls  if  necessary,  to  make  it  possible  to  ship 
our  share  of  products  in  short  supply,  as  for  example, 
sugar. 

The  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund  and  neces¬ 
sary  steps  to  finance  it,  such  as: 

Direct  appropriations  by  Congress: 

"One  Free  Day  for  One  Free  World" — a  plan  to  have 
one  day  of  earnings  contriButed  to  world  relief,  put  for¬ 
ward  by  Dr.  Ording  of  Norway  and  approved  by  the 
United  Nations  Assembly,  or  other  voluntary  means  of 
supplementing  government  funds; 

Appropriation  from  the  residue  of  U  N  R  R  A,  when 
U  N  R  R  A's  operations  cease. 

REFUGEES.  DISPLACED  PEOPLE.  AND 
IMMIGRATION 

The  proposed  Charter  of  the  International  Refugee  Organi¬ 
zation  should  be  promptly  ratified.  Congress  should  ap¬ 
propriate  now  the  proposed  share  for  the  United  States 
(more  than  $71,000,000)  necessary  to  finance  the  I  R  O. 
We  would  stress  the  inadequacy  of  the  proposed  $165,000,- 
000  budget  of  the  I  R  O,  which  includes  very  little  provision 
for  permanent  resettlement  of  displaced  persons. 

Emergency  provision  should  be  made  in  order  that  at  least 
425,000  refugees  and  displaced  people  may  enter  the 


United  States  within  the  next  three  years,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  quotas.  This  would  be  the  equivalent  of  one. 
additional  person  for  every  330  residents  of  the  United 
States.  Our  country  has  at  least  one  half  of  the  total 
population  and  resources  of  the  non-devastated  countries 
which  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  offer  haven  to  dis¬ 
placed  people.  The  figure  850,000  is  usually  given  as  the 
number  of  displaced  people  to  be  resettled;  this  may  not 
be  large  enough  to  cover  all  who  should  be  considered. 

Christian  principles  require  a  change  in  provisions  for 
Oriental  immigration.  Japanese  and  Koreans  and  others 
now  totally  excluded  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  United 
States  on  an  equitable  basis  and  should  be  given  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  citizenship. 

HEALTH 

We  favor  generous  support  for  the  Public  Health  Service. 
There  should  be  determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
states  and  the  federal  government  to  make  adequate 
provisions  for  medical  research,  for  the  care  of  the 
mentally  ill  and  the  tubercular,  and  for  more  extended 
health  services  in  the  schools. 

A  persistent  campaign  is  needed  to  eliminate  venereal 
disease.  The  latter  is  both  a  moral  problem  and  a  health 
problem. 

RACIAL  JUSTICE 

We  reiterate  our  support  in  principle  of  a  Permanent  Fair 
Employment  Practice  Commission.  This  must  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  vigorous  program  of  education  to  encourage 
enlightened  public  opinion  for  assuring  the  civic  and 
human  rights  of  those  now  discriminated  against  either  by 
employers  or  labor  unions  because  of  race,  creed,  color, 
or  national  origin. 

We  favor  federal  measures  to  ensure  to  all  citizens  tho 
right  to  vote  in  federal  elections  and  legislation  to  make 
lynching  a  federal  crime. 

Federal  aid  to  education  should  materially  help  in  equaliz¬ 
ing  educational  opportunities  for  students  in  different  parts 
of  the  United  States  or  from  various  racial  backgrounds. 
The  emphasis  on  local  and  state  control  should  be  continued 
except  for  certain  minimum  standards  to  be  set  for  the 
granting  of  federal  funds.  It  is  essential  to  preserve  free¬ 
dom  of  thought  and  research.  •  We  do  not  approve  of 
federal  subsidy  for  military  training. 

An  Evacuation  Claims  Commission  should  be  set  up  to 
make  restitution  to  those  who  were  evacuated  by  our 
government. 

DISARMAMENT 

We  support  proposals  for  our  government  to  press  vigor¬ 
ously  for  general  world  disarmament,  including  the  inter- 


na.tional  abolition  of  conscription  and  a  thorough-going 
system  of  inspection  of  all  armaments  through  the  United 
Nations. 

We  support  efforts  to  replace  the  present  reliance  upon 
military  coercion  with  the  principles  of  justice,  righteous¬ 
ness  and  law.  Adequate  financial  and  moral  backing  should 
be  given  to  the  United  Nations  and  its  associated  agencies, 
at  the  same  time  making  drastic  cuts  in  military  expenditures 
of  the  United  States.  The  attempt  to  achieve  security  by 
increasing  American  military  defenses  will  only  stimulate 
counter  measures  in  other  countries  and  intensify  the 
present  armaments  race. 

We  support  efforts  to  cooperate  with  Russia  and  ail  other 
nations  in  seeking  a  peaceful  world  without  military  domina¬ 
tion  by  any  nation. 

We  support  the  development  of  a  United  Nations  Atomic 
Authority  tor  the  purpose  of  developing  the  use  of  atomic 
energy  for  human  welfare,  of  outlawing  its  use  for  military 
purposes,  of  continuing  civilian  controls  and  of  establishing 
a  thorough-going  system  of  Inspection.  The  United  States 
should  cease  making  atomic  bombs  and  destroy  the  present 
stockpile  as  evidence  of  her  determination  to  outlaw  atomic 
weapons  now  and  build  a  firm  international  system  of  con¬ 
trol.  Nations  must  surrender  the  right  to  make  war. 

We  oppose  the  arming  of  other  countries  by  the  United 
States.  Our  country  should  be  seeking  to  extend  democ¬ 
racy.  education,  relief,  health,  social  welfare,  and  cultural 
exchange  among  the  nations. 

CONSCRIPTION  AND  RIGHTS  OF 
CONSCIENCE 

We  reiterate  our  determined  opposition  to  universal  mili¬ 
tary  training  and  extension  of  the  draft,  to  the  increasing 
militarization  of  America  through  military  training  in  the 
schools,  to  the  military  control  of  scientific  research,  to  the 
military  domination  of  American  foreign  policy,  and  to  the 
large  proportion  of  federal  expenditures  which  go  for 
military  purposes.  Economic  imperialism  must  give  way 
to  economic  cooperation  if  the  system  of  conscription  is  to 
be  permanently  abolished. 

The  number  of  key  government  and  diplomatic  positions 
now  being  assigned  to  military  men  Is  a  matter  of  grave 
apprehension. 

The  appointment  by  the  President  of  a  board  of  review  for 
all  violators  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  is 
Encouraging  as  a  first  step.  We  urge  that  it  proceed 
promptly  to  recommend  the  release  of  men  from  jail  and 
the  restoration  of  civil  rights  to  men  who  have  been  de¬ 
prived  of  them. 

The  money  earned  by  conscientious  objectors,  now  im¬ 
pounded  in  a  frozen  fund  in  the  United  States  Treasury, 
should  be  appropriated  for  relief  abroad  or  returned  to 


the  men  who  earned  it.  Civilian  Public  Service  camps 
should  be  closed  upon  the  termination  of  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  on  March  31,  1947  and  all  men 
released  immediately.  So  long  as  any  men  are  still  required 
to  serve  in  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  they  should  re¬ 
ceive  pay,  be  covered  by  workmen's  compensation  for  in¬ 
jury,  and  be  subject  to  civilian  and  not  military  control. 

All  prisoners  of  war  should  be  returned  to  their  homes 
promptly. 

WORLD  ORGANIZATION  AND  WORLD 
GOVERNMENT 

I.  The  Goal:  Federal  World  Government 

We  regard  federal  world  government  as  the  desirable  form 
of  world  organization  and  support  steps  for  Its  attainment. 

Some  of  the  advantages  of  a  limited  federal  world  govern¬ 
ment  as  over  against  a  league  type  of  organization  are  as 
follows: 

Enforcement:  Government  makes  laws  applying  directly 
to  individuals  and  enforced  on  individuals 
by  courts  and  police.  Federal  world  government  extends 
into  the  world  community  the  principles  of  enforcement 
now  in  use  in  our  own  country.  This  is  very  much  better 
and  more  practical  than  Leagues  or  other  forms  of  or¬ 
ganization  where  the  method  o^  enforcement  is  by  armed 
force  exercised  upon  a  state  or  states  In  their  collective 
capacities. 

Peaceful  Change:  Government  has  the  power  to  legislate 
and  thereby  remedy  injustice  and  make 
changes  peaceably.  Leagues,  based  on  treaties,  often 
are  impotent  to  do  these  things,  since  Leagues  can  only 
recommend  to  their  sovereign  members,  and  such  rec¬ 
ommendations  may  not  be  carried  out. 

Unity  of  Mankind:  World  Federation  would  give  fuller 
political  expression  to  Friends'  belief 
in  the  brotherhood  and  unity  of  all  mankind. 

Peace  and  Government  Interdependent:  Durable  peace 

usually  has  re¬ 
quired  law,  and  law  has  required  government  to  make,  ad¬ 
minister,  and  enforce  it.  Peace  has  proved  to  be  "the 
fruit  of  justice,  as  justice  is  of  just  government"  {William 
Penn.)  Throughout  history,  law  and  government  have 
replaced  war  over  larger  and  larger  areas.  Experience 
indicates  that  the  same  process  now,  on  a  world  scale, 
would  assist  greatly  in  bringing  world  peace. 

11.  The  United  Nations 

We  believe  that  the  United  States  should  support  the 
United  Nations  in  all  its  constructive  efforts  for  a  peaceful 
world.  The  United  States  should  vigorously  and  consistently 


•upport  the  fullest  possible  use  of  the  United  Nations  for 
social,  economic,  and  political  cooperation  between  nations. 
We  urge  that  the  United  States  should  support  revision  of 
the  Charter  which  will  lead  toward  a  limited  world  govern¬ 
ment. 

III.  Immediate  Steps  in  International  Policy 

In  the  development  of  the  United  Nations  as  a  more  effec¬ 
tive  instrument  for  world  peace,  we  suggest  the  implementa¬ 
tion  by  the  United  States  of  recent  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  other  steps  including: 

Ratification  of  the  proposed  Charter  of  the  International 
Refugee  Organization  and  appropriation  of  the  United 
States'  share  of  the  budget; 

Ratification  of  the  proposed  Charter  of  the  World  Health 
Organization  and  appropriation  of  the  United  States'  share 
of  the  budget; 

Support  of  the  Pood  and  Agriculture  Organization  In  ef¬ 
forts  to  develop  a  permanent  program  for  preventing  world 
hunger,  to  establish  nutritional  standards  for  all  countries, 
and  to  promote  the  production  and  distribution  of  food 
to  make  possible  satisfactory  diets  in  all  parts  of  the  world; 

Support  by  Congress  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
International  Labor  Organization  Constitution  to  relate  the 
I  L  O  effectively  to  the  United  Nations; 

Encouragement  of  cultural  exchange  between  nations 
through  all  possible  channels.  Including  support  for  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  International  Information  and  Cultural  Affairs  in  the 
State  Department; 

Continuation  of  the  Reciprocal  Trade  program.  We  recog¬ 
nize  that  moving  toward  freer  trade  on  the  part  of  smaller 


countries  may  put  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  economic  power 
of  large  countries  like  the  United  States,  and  that  real 
economic  justice  may  require  additional  measures; 

Selection  of  the  delegates  to  the  United  Nations  on  the 
basis  of  adequate  experience  and  training  in  the  interna¬ 
tional  field,  with  provision  for  consultation  and  study  before 
meetings; 

Building  American  foreign  policy  on  faith  in  the  possibilities 
of  the  United  Nations  rather  than  on  national  military  power; 

Support  for  an  international  agreement  tor  the  elimination 
of  conscription,  for  drastic  reduction  in  military  budgets, 
and  for  vigorous  steps  toward  general  disarmament; 

Revision  of  the  United  States  Trusteeship  proposals  to  bring 
them  into  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  Charter  and  in 
line  with  international  supervision  of  strategic  areas. 

lY.  The  Importance  of  the  Means 

In  the  United  Nations  and  in  the  evolution  of  world  govern¬ 
ment,  we  are  concerned  that  great  emphasis  shall  be  placed 
on  the  principle  of  voluntary  assent  and  on  the  necessary 
education  of  the  peoples  of  the  world  to  accept  world-wide 
law  and  government.  To  this  end  we  would  press  for  the 
rapid  substitution  of  civilian  agencies  for  military  force  in 
the  maintenance  of  peace. 

In  recent  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations,  more  importance  has  been  attached  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Charter  than  to  the  letter.  The  letter,  therefore, 
should  be  more  consistent  with  the  spirit.  We  urge  our  gov¬ 
ernment  to  persevere  in  the  creation  of  the  spirit  of  good 
will  among  the  nations,  which  can  develop  the  atmosphere 
within  which  the  United  Nations  can  become  a  true  world 
federation. 


The  above  recommendation*  were  approved  in  prindpte  by 
the  General  Committee  at  the  Annual  Meetingf  January  9, 
1947,  dreulated  to  member*  of  the  General  Committee  for 
their  comment*,  revieed  and  adopted  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  on  January  SI,  1947. 


The  *tatement  doe*  not  preclude  later  action  by  the  Friend* 
Committee  on  Nationtd  Legulation  regarding  other  i*aue*  of 
concern  to  Friend*,  for  which  there  wa*  not  adequate  time 
for  di*eu**ion  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Thi*  i*  not  an  ojJMal  *tatement  of  the  Society  of  Friend*. 


OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 

A  monthly  newsletter  on  legislative  developments  in  Congress  is  sent 
to  ell  contributors  of  $2.00  per  year,  or  more. 

A  Statement  on  Policy  explaining  the  purpose,  the  general  policy, 
and  the  methods  of  dealing  with  legislative  matters  is  available  from 
the  Committee  on  reqeust. 
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